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As its name implies, Centro is located in the heart of downtown Des Moines, Iowa, near the campaign 
headquarters of several presidential hopefuls. Floor-to-ceiling glass walls look onto busy Locust and 
10th streets, and an open floor plan stretching from bar to kitchen gives the dining room a see-and-be-
seen vibe. During campaign season, as long as hungry customers and political staffers keep arriving, 
chef and owner George Formaro keeps the kitchen humming well past closing time. 

Recent Sightings 

Former Sen. John Edwards (D., N.C.), who frequently orders the crab-cake salad, is said to be a good tipper. Former Gov. Mitt 
Romney (R., Mass.) sat at table 50 near the windows, with a view of the coal-fired pizza ovens. Sen. Barack Obama (D., Ill.) often 
orders the halibut or grilled salmon with steamed vegetables while holding dinner meetings and interviews in the private dining 
room. 

 
 

URL for this article: 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB119707429938417829.html 
 

Copyright 2007 Dow Jones & Company, Inc. All Rights Reserved 




